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Let them 1 be Confounded, and t turn Back. 
ward, as many as have Fvuil Will at 
Sion. Pſalm. cxxix, Verſ. 5th. 
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| 2 PSALM. LXXXIV, 1x. / 


I bad rather be 4 Door Keeper in the Houſe if 
my God, than dwell in tbe Tents of unggdlineſs.” 


ls Paim pf in a raptu- 
a Ned A rous Stile, and begigs thus : Ob? 
born amiable, are thy Dwellings 
* T hs thou Lord of Ho r, my. Heart 
W F, 4 Defire, angolongin 0 8 2 
N yy ter into the Courts, of f 
my Heart and * Fleſh fag 
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in the living God. 

Are not the Expreſſions moſt ang Hea- 
venly ; ſeem they not to proceed om a Soul, 
wholly tranſported with the Beauty of Holineſs, 


which is no where on Earth, either to be ſeen. 
or enjoy d ? ſo tranſparently, as in the ſincere. 
true, regular, and orderly Worthip of the Eter- | 
nal and Almighty God. | | 

= he Afﬀections of 7 Royal -Pſalmiſt hotly 
wholly . 


—— ä — — 


wholly bent to promote this Worſhip; and to 
make the Divine Majeſty, and Goodneſs the more 
viſible and illuſtrious to the World, he had it in 
his Mind to build a moſt Rich and Glorious 
Temple, which Honour being deny d him, for 
Reaſons beſt known to the Ad- wiſe God; Vet 
was ſoon after granted to his Son, who ſucceed - 
ed him on the Throne: wherefore thro? a Pro- 
phetick Spirit, he elegantly deſcribes the Beauty, 
and Splendor of that Fabrick, ſaying, Oh ! how 
amiable are thy Dwellings, thou Lord of Hoſts ? 
as if he had ſeen the Majeſtick Preſence, then 
conſtantly reſiding between the Cherubins, as if 


he had in full view the Glory, and Solemnity of 


the Religious Miniſtrations, and Services there- 
in to be perform'd. © Ls 
His Holy Heart has a longing, and a Deſire 
to enter into the Courts of the Lord. His Heart, 
and his Fleſh, rejoyce in the Living God: Yea, 
they rejoyce to ſee him ſo Publickly, Solemnly, 
and ſo Religiouſſy, fery'd, Worthip'd, and:ador'd. 
Henee his Spirit is carried to ſer forth the 
Bleſſing, Happineſs, andPleaſure of thoſe that thould 


h to his Temple, and partake of this orſozp, 
laying, Bleſſed ave they, that dwel in thy Houſe, 
for they will le always pruifſing thee. Upon 


whieh Account he proſeſſes, that one Day in 
tis Courts is better than a Thouſand; and Were 
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it leſt to his Choice, he ſeriouſly declares, H- 


bad rather be a Door. Keeper in the Houſe of God, 
than to dwell in the Tents of ungodlineſs, . _ 
The Words naturally leads us to conſider the 
great End, and mighty Power of Godlineſs, iz. 
Of a' Holy, and Devout Temper, not only in or- 
dinary Perſons, Men of a middle State, or con- 
dition in this World; But over the chiefeſt, and 
moſt Renowned Princes. King David juftly 
bore that Character: He being the molt famous 
Prince in his Time, for his Conduct and Valour 
He fear d no Dangers, but conquer'd all Difficul- 
ties - (None more Glorious for his Feats of Arms 
and Martial Archivements, inſomuch that he was 
a compleat and perfect Hero ; ) and yet his great 
and extraordinary Perſon, was in nothing more 
eminent, and illuſtrious than in his ſincere Love 
of God, and his Worſhip : this he eſteem'd and 
valud above all Things. 3 
All his other Glories give Place to this He 
pres the loweſt Seat er Forin in Religion, be- 
the greateſt Honours that this Earthly So- 
vereignty could yield him : Tobe a Door-Keepetr 


is a very mean Office, it is no more than to be 


a Porter; and this he had rather be in the Houſe 
of God, than to dwell in the Tents of ungodlineſs. 
m Diſcourſing on which Words, I ſhaff Firſt 
explain to you, what may be here meant by the 
= | A 2 Houſe 


pe | 

of God: And to nn more plain, 
and obvious, I ſhall lightly touch upon the Scrip- 
ture, and Eccleſiaſtical Authority which we have 
for appropriating fix'd, and definite places en- 
tirely for the uſe of Divine Worſhip. Secondly, 
1 ſhall diſcover to you, what may be meant 
by being a Door. Keeper in it. Thirdly, What 
may be here meant by Tents of ungodlineſs. 
Four hy. What is meant by dwelling in them. 
Fifthiy, | ſhall ſhew you the Wiſdom and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the good Kings Choice. And, 
Lafily, From ſo Signal an Example of true Piety, 
exhort you to be of the fame Holy, and Devout 
Temper, and to be ever warmly affected to- 
warcs. God, and his Wcrſhip ; | 

But I ſhall Firſt explain to you, what may be 
heremeant by the Houſe of God, and conſequent- 
y. prove the neceſſity of duely obſerving! this 
ircumſtance of place, (grounded upon Scrip- 
ture Authority, and the Practice of the Primi. 
tive Church, for ſeveral Centuries.) _ . 


* 


It is certain that in the common and obvious 
conſtruQion of theſe Words, we mean by tbem 
a Houſe of Prayer, viz. A fix'd and appointed 
Place for to perform Divine Services and Mini- 
ſteations in, where Religious Aſſemblies do meet, 
in Order to that good and holy Purpoſe ; ſuch 
as firſt was the Tabernacle, made according to 
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ell on in moſt of the Diſputes of the New Teſta: 
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God Almighty's own Directions and Preſcription. 
Thus (the Moveable) was a Houle of God, ſuch 
again was the Temple, the more glorious, ant] 
more magnificent, (and I told you afore, that 
this Pſalm ſeems to have been penn'd wholly; 
and thro out in the Praiſe, and Commendation 
of it.) I ſhall not make much mention of the 
Synagogues, 'which were afterwards built, 'and 
that in great Numbers And all of them were 
Houſes of God, as being Mouſer of Prayer. But 
tho' theſe Reaſonints from Old Ieſtument Preces 
dents are ſlighted by ſome, yet the Firſt Converts 
retain'd a great Reverence for it's 'Conſli/utions, 
and Obſervances ; As to us it may ſuffice,that this 
way of Reaſoning was plainly allow'dand proceed- 


ment, not only for the conviction of Adverſaries, 
but for Information of themſelves, as the Reaſon- 
ings on which tbe Create of CHER it or | 


Converts o honors; 4 es ; as thoſe upon EA the 
Apoſiles themſelves belies'd it, as thoſe that were 
ſuggeſted to — by that inſpiration by which 
they were 2 in thei/ Preac hingt, and therefore 
2 een ſolid, if any thing was ſo; I do net 
in a Chriſlian, but'in any other ſort of receiv d 
Revelations. However,cho' what I have already 
faid. is ſufficient to convince any reaſonable _ p 
auVe, _ 


_ 
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Aiſe, har Place is an inſegerable 
Religion; yet I ſhall malte it appear 
Teſtament is very ful as to this particular, 
thay _ may be no room left for any Objecti. 
on. further entertain you with a brief 
Lobo, what the Antient Church left upon 
Records, as touching this particular Inſtance of 
Werſhip,(which my Subjoct now engages me in) 
To return thereſore to what T firſt promis cꝭ to 
mike good out of the Neu Teſtament, we find 
particularly in the 1 35h of the Ads of the Holy 
Apoſtles, mere than probable of ſome 
determinate" places, for their ſolemn Ivor 
e end particular Wender 1 0 

O this Nature was — Roc, 

which the Apoſtles, and the tapered 
return from the Aſcenſion of our Saviour) went 
up, as unto a place known, and ſe- 
parate to that uk there, by Faſting and Prayer 
to make choicꝭ of a new Apoſt le, and this ſuppos d 
very Ancient Tradition, to have been the 
Room, wherein our Saviour the Night be- 
re his Death, celebrated the Paſſover with bis 
Dyſciples;and inſtituted the Lord's Supper: fuel a 
one at not, (which I rather think) the ſame was that 
one Place, wherein they were all Aſſembled with 
one accord 115 the Day of Pentecoſt, when the 


bly came down chem. 
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And this the rather, becauſe, the Multitude 
(and they too Strangers of every Nation under 
Heaven,) came ſo readily to the place upon the 
firſt Rumor of ſo ſtrange an 2 which 
could hardly have been, had it not been com - 
monly — to be the Place, where the Chriſt- 
ians us d to meet *. 

Very learned Men take this to be tbe meaning of 
thatſaying,A@. ii, 46. they continued daily with 
one accord in the Temple, and breaking Kar au, 4 
not as we render it, from Houſe to Houle; but 
at home, as tis in the Margin, 1 ; 
they eat their Meat with Gladneſs, and ſing 
nels 12 when they had — 
daily Devotions at the 7emple, at the accuſtom d 
Hours of Prayer, they us d to return home to 
this Room, there to celebrate the Holy Eucha- 
riſt, and then go to their ordinary Meals. 

This ſeems to be a clear and unforc'd Interpre- 
tation, and to me the more probable, becaule it 
immediately follows upon their Aſſembling toge- 
ther, in that one place at the Day of Pentecoſt, 
Which Room is allo call d by the fame Name 
of Houſe, at the 2d verſe of that Chapter. 

And 'tis no ways unlikely, (as Mr. Melle can- 
) but that wihen the firſt Believers fold 
dei Hanſes and Lands, and laid the Money at 


ED MT beet, 20 at the naceſſities "Church 
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Curb, ſome of: them might give their Houſes, 
lat kaſt ſome eminent room of them] for che 


Church to meet and perform ſacred Duties in. 
_ might mention to you, the Apoſtles 


ſpeaking 
ſo often of the Church that was in their Houſe , 
Lin his Confabulations with ſome of his proſelites 


and beloved Brethren-] And further clear thisHy- 


potheſis by that famous Paſtage of St. Paul con- 
tained in Cor. xi, 22, What have you not Houſes | 
70. eat and drink in, Or, Deſpiſe ye the Church of 
God > where that by Church is not meant the Al- 
ſembly meeting, but the Place in which they us d 
to Aſſemble, evident from what went before? 


for their coming to | roporber in tbe Church, vl. 18, 


17 expounde 


their coming. toperber into onæ 
js our yl. = lah argui 5 ar che Apoſtle 
meant not the erſons, but the Place And to 
the fame purpoſe I may have recouſe to the cloſe 
of that Chapter; that if any Man hunger, he 


ſhou d eat at home; but my intended Brevity 


permits me not to de too prolix ; and therefore [ 
ſhall recommend to ſuch as are not throughly con- 
vine d: The powerful Work of thoſe two very 


learned and eminent Divines, Mr. Fuller, and 


Mr. Mege.- 
Now you find that thes the Caſe ſtood durit 
the A poſtles time; for the Ages after em, we fi 


har th Chriſtians had their fix d, and definite. 
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Places of Worſhip, eſpecially in the Second Cen- 
tury ; As had we no other Evidence, might be 
made good from the Teftimony of the Author 
of that Dialogue in Lucian, (if not Lucian him- 
ſelf, of which I ſee no great Caufe of doubt; ) 
who liv'd under the Reign of Trajan: And who 
expreſly mentions, that the Houſe or Room, 
wherein the Chriſtians were wont to Aſſemble 
themſelves together. 

And Clemens [in his famous Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians} aſſures us. That Chriſt did not 
only appoint the times when, the Perſons by 
„ whom ; but the places where, he ſhould be 
« ſolemnly ſerv'd and worſhip. 
If any defire to know more concerning this, 
let them peruſe Tertullian's Works, and allo con- 
ſult Mr. Medes fa nous Diſcourſe upon this Subject. 
But to draw a little nearer our own Times, and 
ſo proſecute this Hiſtorical Diſeourſe throughout. 
In proceſs of time Churches began to riſe Apace, as 
they met with more Quiet and Favourable Times, 
eſpecially under Valerian, Galliems, Claudius, 
Aurelian, and ſome other Emperors: Of which 
Times, Euſebius tells us, That the Biſhops met 
with the Higheſt Reſpect, and Kindneſs, both 
from People andGoyergours,and adds & c © But 
'** who ſhall be able to Reckon up the innumera / 
Sble Multitudes, that daily flock to the F _ 
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of Chriſt ; the Number of the Congregations 
“in every City; thoſe Meetings ot theirs in 
< their Oratories or ſacred Places, ſo great that 
* not being content with thoſe Old Buildings 
which they had before; they errected from 
the very Foundation more fair and ſpacious 
« Churches in every City. 
This 'was ſeveral \Years before the Times of 
Conſtantine, and yet even they had their Chur- 
ches of Ancient Date : This indeed was very 
ſerene, and Sun-ſhine Seaſon, but alas ! it began 
to darken again, and the Clouds return'd after 
Rain; For in the very next Chapter he tells us, 
That in the Reign of Diocleſian, there came out 
Imperial Edicts; Commanding all Chriſtians to 
be perſecuted; the Biſhops to be Impriſon'd; 
the Holy Bible to be burnt ; their Churches to 
be Demoliſh'd, and laid level with the Ground 
Which how many they were may be gueis d at 
by this, that, (as Opratws tells,) There was a- 
Hout this time above Forty Baſilice, or Churches in v 
Rome: Only upon Conftantine's coming into a o 
Partnerſhip of the Empire, the Clouds began | ni 
1 to diſperſe and ſcatter; And Maximinus (who, v. 
q then govern'd the Eaſtern part of the Empire] | w 
2 bitter Fnemy to Chriſtians, was yet forc'd by | to 
© publict Edict, to giye Chriſtians the free Li. 
"a | | berty 
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berty of their Religion, and leave to repair and 
rebuild their Churches; which ſhortly after, they 


every where ſet up raiſing their Churches from 
the Ground, to à vaſt Height, and to a far greater 
Splendour and Glory than thoſe which they had be- 
fore. The Emperors giving all poſſible Encou- 
ragement to it, by frequent Laws and Conſtituti- 
ons ; the Chriſtians alſo themſelves contributing 
towards it, with the greateſt, Cheartulneſs and 
Liberality, even to the Magnificence comparable 


to that of the Feweſh Princes, towards the Build. 


ing of Solomon's Temple, as Euſebius tells them in 
his Oration, at the Dedication of Tyre. 
And no ſooner was the whole Empire devolv'd 


upon Conſtantine, but he publiſh'd Two Laws ; 


One to prohibit Pagan Worſhip ; The other, 
commanding Churches to be built f 4 Nobler 


Size, and Capacity than before: Fo which Pur- 


poſe he directed his Letter to Ervſehius, and the 
reſt of the Biſhops to ſee it done, within their ſe- 
veral Juriſdictions, Charging alſo the Governours 
of Provinces, to be aſſiſting to them, and to fur. 
niſh em with whatever was Neceſſary and Con- 
vemient,inſomuch that in a ſhort time the World 
was beautified with Churches and facred Ora- 
tories, * both in Cities, and Villages, and in the 
molt barbarous and defart Places, call'd, Kt 
irom whence'onr Kirk, and Church, the Lord's 
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Houſe took it's Denomination, becauſe erected 
not to Men, but to the Honour of our Lord, 
and Saviour.) s 
were needleſs to inſiſt any longer upon the 
Piety of Chriſtians in building of Churches, in 
and after the time of Con/tantine : The inſtances 
being ſo vaſtly numerous; only I cannot omit 
what Nazianzen reports of his Father, who, 
[tho” Biſhop of a. very ſmall and inconfiderable 
Dioceſs, yet built a very Famous Temple, al- 
moſt wholly at his own Charge. 
.. Thus we haye ſeen that from the very Infan- 
cy ot the Goſpel, the Chriſtians always had their 
ſettled, and determinate Place of Divine Worſhip, 
This, therefore being thus/frbmis'd, I think 
it in the next place to make you acquain- 
ted with that Pious and extraordinary Devotion, 
which the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo Remarka- 
ble for, when they preſented themſelves before the 
Lord, in thoſe Places that more immediately 


| related to his Service, and Holy Worſhip, 


And this certainly was very great. 
They came into the Church, as into the 
Falaee of the Great King, [as Chryſoſtom calls 
it] with Fear, and Trembling U hich 
Account he there preſſes the higheſt Modeſty 
and Gravity upon them. x 

- Before their going into the Church, _ 
ey” | | ; us' 
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us d to waſh, at leaſt their Hands, As Tertullian 


probably intimates, and Chryoſtom exprefly 


tells us, Carrying themſelves while there, with 


the moſt profound Silence, and Devotion. 


Nay, fo great was the Reverence which they 
bore in the Church, that the Emperors themfelyes, 
who otherwiſe, never went without their Guard 
about em; yet when they came to go into the 


Church, us'd to lay down their Arms, to leave 
their Guard behind them, and to put off their 


Crowns, Reckoning that the leaſt Oſtentation 
they made of Power, and greatneſs there, the 


\ more firmly the imperial Majefly would be en. 


tailed upon them. 


As we find in the Law of Thodoſtus and 
_ *P7alentian, inſerted at large in the laſt Edition 


“ of the Theodoſtan Cade. 
Thus far, Brethren, has this preſent Diſcourſe 


about Dignity, and divine Authority of fix d 


and conlecraic.! Places extend If ſelf, which 1 
have enlarg'd my ſelf ſo much the more in, leſt 


wanting a convenient Foundation to work on, 


the main Building might ſhrink, 
Nov this I purpoſely fram'd for the Baſis or 
Ground-work, the reſt as Stories, which are made 
to beautify the Foundation: For in theſe Obſer- 
vances enfuing [ intend Brevity, yer I hope with 
fuch perſpicuity, as the Campany to whom I ad. 


x 
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dreſs | 
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dreſs my ſelf, may the better underſtand them- 
felves, and direct their Courſes to that bent of 
Vertue, and Honour, whereto all Religious and 


1 Generous Actions are directed. 


But left ſome Criticks ſhould cenſure me for 
diſingenuity in the unfolding of this Branch of 
my Text; ſome are of Oppinion, that beſides this 


limited, and reſtrain'd Senſe of the Words, there. 


is another more large and comprehenſive mean- 
ing, and according to their Judgement, we may 
very well underſtand by em, the whole Jewiſh 
Religion, which was then the beſt, the trueſt, 
and moſt perfect i in Being. 
For the tlouſe of God mention'd in this Place, 
is ſet in oppoſition to the Tents of ungodlinek, 
eater to be explain d. ä 
But, Secondly, What are we to mean by being 
a Door Keeper ? At. firſt ſight, no = of it, 
they meant ſuch Perſons, as had the charge and 
keeping of the Door of either Tabernacle, Tem- 


ple or Synagogue, viz. Of theſe Places ſolemnly 


Dedicated to Divine Service, They bad ſevsral 
Officers belonging to thoſe Holy Places, 2fiongft 


the reſt were Door-Keepers, which leerfi to be 85 
dhe loweſt Rank. 8 cin 
W This is the ſtrict and liberal Conſtitution, but 
ve may fafely go further, and yet not out of our 

| Way, and mean by it the letting aſide the conſi- 
| | deration 


D 
deration of any particular Office, the meaneſt 
Form, or Rank, in the Jewiſh Religion. | 


As if the the Royal Plalmiſt had more largely 


thus expreſs'd himſelf. _ | 
So dearly do I love thee, and thy Holy Wor- 
& ſhip, ſo great, ſo infinite Regard I have for 
_ * the Communion of thy Saints, fo earneſt a 
« deſire to be numbred amongſt thy ſelect, and 
© choſen People, that with the ntmoſt Impor- 


-< unity, 1 beg [rather, than be excluded out 


« of their Fellowſhip] thou would'ſt vouchſafe 
eto let me have only, the loweſt and moſt 
e deſpicable Place amongſt them, any thing O 
God, ſo I but belong to thee and am one of thine. 


But Thirdly, What is here meant by the 
Tents of ungodlineſs. - 1 | 


The proceeding explanation of the former 
Werds, will eaſily lead you to a right underſtand- 


ing of theſe. 


By the Ungodly and Ungodlineſs in the Old 


Teſtament is meant Heathens, and the Hea- 
theniſm they profeſs. So that the Houſe of God 
in the Senſe above explain'd ; bears a dire& Op- 


2 to the Tents of ungodlineſs here ſpoken 


There is an Elegancy obſervable in this Term, 
Tents, of ungodlineſs. For People uſe to put up 
theſe only tor their preſent Neceſſity, and Con- 

e veni- 
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venieney. If the Winds blow, and the Rain fall - 


Theſe are ſoon ſhatter'd, and torn, and may in- 
timate to us the weaknels, and deficiency of the 
Heathen Principles, which never could give com- 
fort to troubled Minds, nor the leaſt eaſe to Con- 
ſciences diſtreſs'd with a deep ſenſe of their Ini- 


quity. Whereas on the contrary, the True Re-. 


is\calld the Houſe of God, a firm, 9 


and ſubſtaatial Building, founded on a Roc 


which no violence can do any Harm to; But is 
able to ſupport and relieve us under 'al our 
tremit ies. 

But Fourt hly, As to the dwelling i in theſe Tents 


f ungodlineſs, I conceive, that, by it is meant, 


the continuing: of the Profeſſion, and Practice ot 
the Heatheniſn Idolatry, and all their other Im- 
too Lewd and Notorions to be here parti- 


3 mention d. 


You muſt obſerve, that God in infinite Mercy 


and Gbodnefs to the whole Heatheniſh World, 


made choice of the Jewiſh Nation, as his own 
peculiar People, and intended by the Revelati- 
ons he gave them, to inſtruct the reſt of Man- 
kind, and by their Examples to reduce 'em from 


' their groſs Errors, into the Knowledge of his 
1 ruth: But inſtead of being made better by 


thoſe merciful Methods, they Deteated and dii- 


Ee" all the Good * of God, and 
went 


ere. 
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went on in their Idolatrous Practices, I mean, as 
the Generality of the Heathen World, Some few 
of them indeed, at ſome time or other, became 
otherwiſe minded, and turn d Proſelytes of Righ- 
teouſneſs, (as they calld them) and were as Ca- 
techumens in the Chriſtian Church, firſt well in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of the Jewiſh Religion, 
and afterwards upon a due Approbation, Inrol'd 


into the Family of the Jewiſh Church, and lift- 


ed up amongſt the Number of God's Choſen and 
PeculiarPeople: But theſe, fay,were but very few 
in compariſon with that vaſt Number, that con- 
tinu'd in a profeſt Enmity, and Hoſtility with 
them; deny'd the true God; impiouſly diſdain'd 
his Worſhip ; wickedly deſpis d his moſt Holy 
Laws, and in the moſt impenitent manner dwelt 


in the Tents of ungodlineſs, which leads me, 


Fifthly, To ſhew unto you the Wiſdom and Rea- 
ſonablenefs of the King's Choice, that he had 
ratther 'be a Door-Keeper in the Houſe of God, 
than to dwell in the Tents of ungodlineſs. For 
a Prince to wiſh, or chooſe, any thing unbe- 
coming is not proper; But to be of that Pious, 
and Religious Temper, as to value the Holy Or- 
dinances, Laws, and Worſhip of Almighty God, 
above any of the Greateſt, and moſt Lempting 
Inducements to Wickedneſs and Impiety, is un- 
doubtedly the Brigbteſt Ray of Glory, _ can 
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ſhine on a Crown'd Head, And let us not think, 
but that the Holy Spirit of God can as ſoon Cap- 

tj vate the Hearts of Kings and Monarchs, as of the 
meaneſt Beggar : For notwithſtanding all the Flat- 

- terics and Allurements of Court, and other Temp- 
tations that are moſt engaging ; yet true Religi- 
on carries ſuch a Weight of Arguments along with 
it, as quickly convinces the Reaſon and Judg- 


; ment, Powerfully inclines the Will, and charms 
G the Affections of it's Side; ſo that's Soul thus 


 Enlighten'd, Sanctified, and Purified, it appears 
to be the wiſeſt and beſt Thing it can do, to 
cleave to the Intereſt of Religion. 
Hence it is that all Devout and truly Reform'd 
Perſons, of what Quality or State ſoever they be, 
after the Example ot this Royal Prophet, do fo high- 
ty magnify and extol the Practice of ſincere Piety. 
Hence it is that even Kings and Queens have 
been Nurſing Fathers and Mothers in all Ages 
to God's Church; They have rejoyc'd to be of her 
Comwunion; They have us d all poſſible means 
to enlarge her Bounds, and deſtroy her Enemies. 


And bleſſed be the Name of the moſt High 
Gad, our Age is not Barren of Inſtances of Real 


8 
* 
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Goodneſs, and unaffected Piety there being ſome 
ſvch Generous Spirits, as dare Love Religion 
uncut the Dowty of Intereſt, and manifeſt their 


ST Aficdicns io it, in the plain Dreſs of the Scrip- 
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rures, 


tures, without the Paint and ſet offs which are 
Ik, | added to it, by the ſeveral contending Parties of 
p- | the Chriſttan World. | 
he And in particular, think we have N. . That 0 
at- very good Reaſons to Rejoyce and be Todes took 
p- | Thankful, becauſe we have ſuch a no Except: - { ' 
i= | hopeful Proſpect before us, as Elis pnbrinmy © | 
th | Royal Highneſs George Prince of but from the 5 1 
g- | Wales is ſuppos d to be, under the In- ways \ * 


ns | fluence of whoſe moſt Auſpicious and Name. 
us | Fayourable Adminiſtration” _ 4» 
7 I depend the Eſtabliſh'd Church will flouriſh, | 
0 conſpicuouſly as it now does under that of His 

Illuſtrious and Puiſſant Father. Our Dread 9 | 


” - : 
ty andGentry wou'd take heartily after r 8 
- 


this Princely and Heroick Pattern. 


d reign George of Great-Brittain, France, and Ire 

2, land, King Defender of the Faith, ©. \ d 
I- (Whem God long Bleſs and Preſerve, I Humb- N 
7. | ly Beſeech him.) | A 
e Were I Brethren to Sum up all His Highnel- > N 
8 ſes Princely Vertues, and Diſtinguiſhing Qualiti-\ N 
r es, I ſhould detein you here too long. But & 1 
S | - havealready imploy'd,what Crowns all the Reſt, | 
. That I am poſſeſs d with an opinion Q | 
of his being an Orthodox Church-man, „Te eg “ 
| and a True Loyer of Primitive Chriſti- Harosk Pat. 8 
: anity, and I could wiſh all the Nobili- tern, chen bit- & Y 
| 


Wherefore, Sixthly and laſtly from theſe live- 


8 - ly Patterns of the moſt uncorrupt Holineſs, and 


Trueſt Devotion, I ſhall exhort you to be of the 
fame Holy and Devout Temper, and to evidence 
that yourHearts are influenc'd by the ſame Divine 
Spirit, I wou'd have them to be ever warmly Af. 
feed towards God and his Worſhip, and prefer 
the Pleaſures that Iſſue from the loweſt Room in 


his Houſe, and Service, before all the Luxuries 


that can be enjoy'd in the Tents of unpodlineſs. 
In order to which I would have yon conſider, 
that notwithſtanding the preference juſtly given 
to the Jewiſh Religion, during it's continuance, 
to any other then in being: Vet T who are 
the Diſciples of the Bleſſed Jeſus, are under a 
much Higher and a more Heavenly Inſtitution 


than they were; fo that your Advantages are 


much greater in being Baptiz'd into the Chriſti- 
an Church. The Veil is now taken off, and Life 
and Immortality is brought to lightby the Goſpel. 


| So that I may thus Argue with the Apoſtles, 
4 1. the Miniſtration of Death be Glorious, How 
kf a 


not the Miniſtration of Life, be exceeding 


more Glorious ?. Had the Pious Jews fo warm, 
and zealous an Affection for their Tabernacle or 


Temple, in which the Blood of Bulls or Goats, 
or the like was ſhed : And ſhall not we have a 
greater Eſteem of, and Approach with more fer- 
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vent Devotion to our Chriſtian Altars, on which, 
the Body of the Eternal God, and his moſt Pre- 
cious Blood, is repreſented as broken, and eviden- 
ly pour'd out before our Eyes, by the Merits of 
which alone we hope to have Remiſſion of our 
| Sins, God's fandifying Grace in the Aſſiſtance 
of his Ever. Bleſſed Spirit: And what Crowns all, 
the unutter able Re ward of an Eternal Life. 
All the Bleſſed Saints before us, valu'd theſe 
Riches of God's Mercies above their Lives ; and 
can we hope to have a firm and laſting Commu- 
nion with em, if we be not ſincerely minded, and 
thorowly Affected, as they were? We want not | 
the ſame Encouragements as they had; For if we 
gratefully acknowledge our peculiar Happineſs, 
we cannot deny, but that we have in the moſt 
Decent and Regular manner, the ſame ordinary 
means of Grace, and it is not to be doubted ; but | 
if we make a juſt and true uſe of them, we ſhall | 


have the ſureſt, and beſt Foundation for our hope 
of Glory. 


I ſhall now-©onclude all with my Hearty and 
Earneſt Advice to you, that, (ſeeing God ſo much 
delights in a Decent, Regular, and Orderly Way 
of Worſhip) you ſhoud all of you frequent our 
Publick Prayers in Places peculiar for thoſe Ules. 
The oftner you are at them, the better you will 
like them; and the more Edify'd you will be by 
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8 4 ahe Tepple an Houle of Prayer to them ⸗ 


them. But if- you [Ut fuch Opportunities as 


are now in your Hands, you will one Day wiſh. 
x00 had not. But then wiſhing will do no good. 
But I hope better things of you, and am 


© Charitable as to believe that moſt of you — F. 


really tranſported with Foy and Glagneſs : 

that this Princely Chapel (which was Rr 
to Holy Uſes,) has been diſtinguiſh'd from other 
Ediſices at this Time, with ſuch Offices and Mi- 


niſtrations, as do ſolemnly and eminently con- 


duce to the Advancement of God's Glory, and 
the Happineſs of Mankind. (The great Ends 
wherefore ſuch Places are erected. ) 

For what the Altar and Temple were unto the 
Jews. before the coming of Chriſt - The ſame 
thiz Place ought to be unto ſuch as more imme⸗ 
AJutely belong thereunto. 


Did they offer up their Sacrifices unto God. as 


Dyer of the Death of Chriſt * we ſhou'd here 
commemorate the ſaid Death of Chriſt, Typified 
oY. thole Sacrifices. _ 


- Did, They come from all Parts of Fudea to 


worthip God there ? So ſhou'd all True Chriſti- 
ans as can Conveniently reſort here, Come (now 


= and then atleaſt) and encourage ſome honeſt wel 


Affected Clergyman to worſhip God in this Place, 
1 the end of it's Devotion may be truly Anſwer d. 
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So ſhou'd this Royal Chapel be to ſome of us. 
Was that the Place, where God according to 
his Promiſe come unto his People to bleſs them? 


I do not doubt, but he will do the the fame to us 
in this Place, if we come unto it, and carry our 
ſelyes in it, as we ought to do. 

In ſhort, was the Temple the Place, where all 
things were perferm'd, that can any way con- 


. duce to the Hdifying of God's People, as Things 


then ſtood 2 The ſame may be ſaid of this Cha- 


| pel, as Things now ſtand. 


For whatſoever is, or can be even to the 
Edifying of our Souls here, and ſo to their 2 
Salvation hereaſter, is clearly and fully compre- 
headed in theſe Divine Offices, which 3 ; 
to the Laws of the Land were this Day perſormd 
in this Place. Neither is there any thing con- 
tain'd in em, but what does really conduc to | 


theſe great Ends and Purpoſes. 


What Effect a Digreſſion of this nature will have 


upon your Minds, I know not: But mult leave 
that to him, who has the Hearts of all Men in 


his Hand. But this I am ſure of, that my luten- 


tion is Good and Real; And as for my plain ant 


ſimple Way of handling it; it is what my Ge 
eity cannot exceed in. 7 


However I will venture to ſay thus much, chit * 
our Godly * ay gs Ancient ng #3 


of the Primitive Church | par d not their Goods 
d 860 build Churches: No they ſpar d not their Lives 
in dime of Perſecution, and ta hazard their Blood, 
is order to their Aſſembling of themſelves in 
Olmcbes to celebrate God —— And ſhall 
we ſpare a little Labour to come to our Churches : 
Shall neither their Examples, nor out Duties, nor 
be Benefiis that hereupon, we ſhell be made Par- 
takers of, move us to a ready Compliance herei 
therefore we will declare our ſelves to have 
the Fear of God before our Fyes, if we will ſhew 
bur ſelves ta be True Chriſtians; if we will be 
Followers of Chriſt our Maſter, and of thoſe God- 
i Fathers, that: have liv'd beſore us, and now 
hape receivd the Reward of True and Faithful 
gd] {Chriſtians,vc muſt both willingly and Reverently 
yl come into his Material Chaser, and Temples to 
Pray, 88 unto ſit Places wppoinesd. for by uſe; 
whereby we may reconcile our ſelves unto him, 
ſio to he eſtabliſhi d in Faith towards God, in hope 
by againſt all Adverſities, and in Charity towards 
our Neighbours; And thus running our Courſe, 
g good Chriſtian People; we may at laſt attain 
[to the Reward of Everlaſting Glory, thro' the 
| SY ** of cur Savieur Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, Go. 
1 en. 2 A 
r 5 5 074) oe r Deo o G 


& 


oo 4 «a © wy o« Yu 6” IRR >S— SO  LUDDLLEDR SE 


